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Letters to the Editors 


Elder Once Opposed, Now Favors Union 





Urges Discussion 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

... Ever since I was a commissioner to 
the 1948 General Assembly, when I was 
strongly opposed to union, I have been 
studying the question from all angles and 
have recently come to the conclusion that 
the weight of the arguments is definitely 
on the side of the proponents. 

In view of the intensive campaign cur- 
rently underway by those who oppose 
union, I believe it is incumbent on the 
ministers, and particularly the laymen of 
our church who favor union to campaign 
as actively as those opposed to bring the 
other side of the question to our people, 
many of whom have heard but one side. 

I have felt from 1948 until very recently 
that public discussion of the question of 
union would serve no good purpose, reason- 
ing that it would disturb our people and 
thus hurt the work of our denomination, 
but it appears to me now that we who favor 
union are being forced into taking a pub- 
lic stand to answer the charges being made 
public almost daily by those who state, in 
effect, that they would like to see us as a 
denomination remain provincial in our 
effort because of our superiority in accom- 
plishments and the lack of heretics among 
our ministers. 

I shudder to think that my own church 

. would ever be dominated by such a 
dogmatic, bigoted and narrow-minded at- 
Citmae. ... 

SaM J. McCHESNEY. 
Augusta, Ga. 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 
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Savannah Speaker 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

In your front-page editorial of March 1 
there were certain inaccurate and mislead- 
ing statements. The editorial charges that 
the opposition forces of Savannah ar- 
ranged for Kenneth S. Keyes to speak and 
then at the last minute, “at short notice,” 
it announces that a speaker in favor of 
union will be welcome. 

Far from being given “short notice.” 
the proponents of union were given five 
whole months to present their speaker. 

Finally, on February 22 Dr. Ernest 
Trice Thompson graciously accepted the 
invitation to speak on March 1. Note 
that all along it has not been the PRO- 
union forces who tried to get a pro-union 
speaker, but actually ANTI-union. .. . 

The anti-union forces did all in their 
power to get an opponent speaker; surely 
it is plain that had it been left to the 
pro-union forces there would have been 
no debate at all. 

C. R. STEGALL. 
Savannah, Ga. 

eNote—Regardiess of the long back- 
ground, our point was simply that finally 
the meeting was set up to fit Mr. Keyes’ 
schedule and then another speaker was 
sought to come in. Who arranges the 
meeting, whether pro- or anti- is not the 
point. The chief concern is that the two 
speakers who are secured shall jointly 
agree as to time, place and other details 
from the beginning and not on the basis 
of only one man’s schedule. 


Good People Led Astray 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Two articles in the March 8 OurTLooK 
seem to report what we so often see— 
those who are so opposed to what many 
Christians are willing to do together at- 
tack those people, using every method, it 
seems to me, to call attention to their own 
piety. (“Union Opponents Fail in Sup- 
port.’’) 

Your editorial, “This May Prove Some- 
thing—but What?” tells of many critics 
who, with seeming deliberate motive, mis- 
print or misquote or mislead the people 
who read what they write. 

Here is the tragedy of the whole thing. 
There are good people led astray and 
rendered useless to the church because of 
these inaccuracies. “The time is come 
that judgment must begin at the house of 
God: and if it begin at us, what shall the 
end be of them that obey not the gospel 
of God?” I Pet. 4:17. 

I enjoy your paper and find it stimulat- 
ing in so many ways. 

J. LESLIE BELL. 
Oxford, Ohio. 
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Lord, | Thank Thee... 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

For some time now I have been hearing 
about the charts which Elder Kenneth 
S. Keyes uses to persuade his hearers that 
the Southern Church would be doing 
Christ and his Kingdom a great dis-service 
by reuniting with the Northern Church. 


How could one possibly for an instant 
imagine that the sort of argument and fact 


the problem, or any problem having to do 
with the church. 

The church is not a business whose well- 
being can be set down in charts and 
graphs. It is a family and its members 
are all brothers, brothers of Christ and 
children of God. 

For one group in the family to insist 
that other members of that family are 
not worthy of their fellowship is prepos- 
terous.... 

If the Northern Church is in such a bad 
way, then instead of withholding our fel- 
lowship, that should be the primary ar- 
gument for merging, so that by our health 
we could supply their need. 

Here, of course, we run dangerously 
close to Jesus’ ironic denunciation of the 
Pharisees whose well-being was so care- 
fully guarded lest they be contaminated 
by those whom they held in contempt. 

Surely, as a church seeks to find the 
mind of Christ in this matter, it will not 
fail to see that what concerns us here is 
not a business merger but rather a bring- 
ing together of those who profess to be 
of the family of God. The parable of the 
shop is out of place in affairs of the heart 
and spirit. 

CHAUNCEY V. FARRELL. 
Texarkana, Texas. 


What About Benevolences? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Perhaps this note will pour fuel upon 
the fire, but I must write ... for your 
judgment, and the judgment of your read- 
ers. . « - 

I am a supporter of the reunion move- 
ment. I was raised in a USA Church in 
Dallas, graduated from Austin Seminary 
in 1951. I am also a strong believer in the 
benevolent causes of the church, which 
tact leads me to write. 

Much has been said of the poor benevo- 
lent record of the USA Church, and much 
more could be said. The thing that wor- 
ries me is the utter complacency of so 
many in the US Church towards benevo- 
lences. The pastors preach stirringly about 
“personal sacrifice”; the officers carry the 
appeal of “sacrificial giving” to the people; 
then the church adopts a paternalistic at- 
titude. 

The pastors will have fine adequate 
salaries; they will have secretaries; some 
will have assistants; the sanctuaries will 
have melodious organs; the educational 
buildings will be new and modern; in 
every respect they are the new ideal in 
the Church. Yet their benevolences put 
them to shame. 

One church with a $39,000 budget, an 
assistant to the minister, paid voices in 
its choir, a new $200,000 sanctuary in 
blueprint form, manages less than $6,000 
for benevolences. 

At the Winter meeting of Western Texas 
Presbytery at least two ministers objected 
to the chairman of the Council about their 
churches, benevolent askings. Both repre- 
sented churches having more wealth than 
the average. Both their salaries were 
higher than the average. Both have secre- 
taries. Both probably preach fine stew- 
ardship sermons, but it would appear that 
their stewardship has no real conviction 
heyond the local church. 

Only ten (10) churches of this presby- 
tery are above the presbytery’s average 
per capita to benevolences. (We are NOT). 
I would hate to see the average were it 
not for the First Churches of San Antenio 
and Corpus Christi. 

JOHN B. Evper. 


used with these charts had any bearing on Sinton, Texas. 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of tie South. Inc., 1 North Sixth Street. Richmond 19, Virginia, except 
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Following the 
Segregation Decision 


In an effort to assist in preparing the 
community for the coming Supreme Court 
Decision on racial segregation in the pub- 
lic schools, the ministerial association of 
Lexington, Va., has formulated a state- 
ment which will be read over the local 
radio station and will appear in the Lex- 
ington papers. The president of the as- 
sociation is a Negro. This is the state- 
ment: 


The Supreme Court of the United States, 
after facing for some months one of the 
most difficult questions that has ever come 
before it, has just announced an important 
decision. Because of the wide social im- 
plications of this decision, the Lexington 
Ministerial Association, which consists of 
both white and Negro ministers, has 
thought it wise to approve a statement to 
the community. This statement was pre- 
pared before there was any indication as 
to what the Court’s judgment might be and 
does not depend upon the turn that de- 
cision takes. It rests upon our belief in 
loyalty to the law of our land as inter- 
preted by its highest court. Whichever 
way the Court renders its decision, there 
will be groups that are highly gratified 
and groups that are greatly dissatisfied. 
We would beg of our people and of all 
good citizens of this section that they re- 
ceive the decision calmly, without too 
much discouragement on the one hand or 
of exultation on the other. And we pray 
that from this point all of us may quietly 
continue to seek goodwill and cooperation 
among all groups, religious, political, and 
racial, in this country which we all love 
and serve. 

Dogan W. WILLIAMS, President, 
J. J. Murray. Secretary. 





THE GREAT DEBATE 





Recent debates on church union have 
been held as follows (with information 
usually received here too late for advance 
publicity) : 

Savannah—Ernest Trice Thompson vs. 
Kenneth S. Keyes. 

Chattanooga—Frank H. Caldwell vs. 
Mr. Keyes. 

Decatur, Ga.—Francis B. Benton vs. 
Mr. Keyes. 

Richmond, Va.—Dr. Thompson vs. Dr. 
L. Nelson Bell. 

Montgomery, Ala.—Colonel Francis P. 
Miller vs. Dr. Bell. 

Jacksonville, Fla.—Colonel Miller vs. 
Paul D. Hastings. 

Atlanta, Ga.—Colonel Miller vs. John 
R. Richardson. 

April 3, Forrest City, Ark.—T. B. 
Hay vs. Mr. Keyes. 


Atlanta Center Formally Opens 


Estimates were that 3,000 people vis- 
ited the Presbyterian Center in Atlanta 
on its opening day. Approximately 500 
attended cut-door dedication ceremonies 
when the $245,000 facilities were formal- 
ly received in the name of the church by 
the Moderator of the Assembly, Frank 
W. Price, who hastened South between 
Buffalo, N. Y., and Detroit, Mich., en- 
gagements. 

The Atlanta Constitution produced a 
special ‘‘Presbyterian Section” that day, 
filled with Presbyterian and other adver- 
tising and information about the six 
agencies now housed in Atlanta. 

Board personnel took part in the pro- 
gram which was led by Charles J. Currie, 
one of the leaders in the movement to es- 
tablish the center. 

A new Presbyterian book store and 
supply house occupies one of the build- 
ings, offering shopping convenience to the 
Atlanta area and faster mail service to 
the surrounding synods. 

The new property was formerly occu- 
pied by the Westminster Schools (earlier 
the North Avenue Presbyterian School). 


The site is a block deep between Ponce 
de Leon and North Avenues with 290- 
foot frontage on Ponce de Leon. 

The Board of Annuities and Relief 
moved from Louisville to the center. 
Other agencies were housed in Atlanta 
and Decatur, most of them in the Henry 
Grady Building. Under the new plan 
money formerly paid out in rent will be 
saved—except what is needed for main- 
tenance. Also, in the new center all mem- 
bers of the various staffs will be able to 
maintain offices. Negro workers, hereto- 
fore, were not allowed to have offices in 
the private buildings which were rented 
by the agencies. ‘There is off-street park- 
ing for 30 cars. 

The six agencies are all addressed at 
341 Ponce de Leon Ave., Atlanta 5, Ga. 
Alphabet distinctions are also important 
as follows: 

Office of the General Assembly, 341-A. 

Board of Women’s Work, 341-A. 

Minister and His Work, 341-A. 

Board of Church Extension, 341-B. 

General Council, 341-C. 

Annuities and Relief, 341-C. 

Presbyterian Book Store, 341-D. 


Legion Group Seeks to Bar 
Evanston Assembly Delegates 


Cuicaco (RNS)—The Cook County 
Council of the American Legion has 
urged the State Department to refuse 
U.S. visas to delegates to the Second 
Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches who are Communists or “are 
antagonistic to capitalism and to Amer- 
ica.” 

The Assembly will be held at Evanston, 
a Chicago suburb, Aug. 15-31. 

A resolution adopted by the Legion 
group specifically named four European 
churchmen whose admission to the U.S., 
it said, would violate “the spirit, if not 
the letter, of the McCarran-Walter Act.” 

They are W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft of 
Geneva, Switzerland, general secretary of 
the World Council; Prof. Joseph WL. 
Hromadka of Prague, Czechoslovakia, a 
theologian of the Evangelical Church of 
the Czech Brethren: Bishop Albert Be- 
reczky, head of the Hungarian Reform- 
ed Church, and Bishop Theodor Arvid- 
son of Stockholm, Sweden, former head 
of the Methodist Church in Northern 
Europe. 

The resolution urged the State Depart- 
ment and President Eisenhower not to 


relax the terms of the McCarran-Walter 
Act and to revoke any visas that may have 
heen issued already to “Communist or 
Communist-front representatives.” 

Two of the churchmen named by the 
Legion group were attacked more than 
a year ago by the fundamentalist Amer- 
ican Council of Christian Churches, 
which asked the government to bar them 
from the Evanston meeting. 

They are Prof. Hromadka and Bishop 
Bereczky. The later is known for his 
cooperation with Hungarian and other 
Communist ‘‘peace” movements and has 
been honored by his country’s regime. 
Both have attended previous ecumenical 
meetings outside the Iron Curtain. 

The Legion unit called Prof. Hromad- 
ka ‘tone of the outstanding advocates of 
the Communist regime in his own coun- 
try ... used frequently by the Soviets as 
a propagandist.” 

Bishop Bereczky, it said, had been 
denounced as a Communist by the well- 
known Protestant theologian Karl Barth 
of Switzerland in a letter published in 
The Christian Century July 30, 1952: 

The Cook County Council’s complaint 








against Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft, the top ex- 
ecutive officer of the World Council, was 
that he “‘was a co-signer of a letter issued 
from a meeting in Bievres, near Paris, 
in 1951, asserting that the Communist 
principle ‘from each according to his 
ability, to each according to his need’ 
was not originated with Karl Marx but 
had its roots in the teaching of Jesus.” 

Of Bishop Arvidson, the resolution said 
only that he “recently toured Russia and 
China on a Soviet-sponsored tour and 
returned to Sweden publicly praising re- 
ligious freedom as practiced in Russia 
and China.” 

(In New York, Eugene L. Smith, gen- 


eral executive secretary of the Division 
of World Missions, Methodist Board of 
Missions, said Bishop Arvidson was not 
scheduled to be a delegate at Evanston. 
He pointed out that the Swedish bishop 
had retired in March, 1953.) 

The Legion group said the presence of 
such men at the Assembly would “at 
best furnish a sounding board in Amer- 
ica for the propogandizing of their alien 
philosophy and at worst might cause 
rioting and incite disorder.” 

It called on the Legion’s national com- 
mander to investigate the list of persons 
seeking entry to the U.S. for the Assem- 
bly and urge upon the President and State 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 
James E. Fogartie, Fort Smith, Ark., pastor; and Wm. B. Oglesby, of 
the faculty of Union Seminary in Virginia. 


WOMEN KEEP QUIET 


I'd like very much to know whether 
a man or woman asked this question: 
What is meant by bidding the women 
to keep quiet in the church as it is 
referred to in Paul’s first letter to the 
Corinthians in the 14th chapter. 


OctesBy: I’d like to know, too, and 
perhaps it is presumptuous for a man to 
attempt to answer it. However, I would 
say that it is difficult, perhaps impossible 
to fathom all that was in the mind of 
Paul when he wrote these words. We 
can be sure that here, as elsewhere, Paul 
was addressing himself to a specific sit- 
uation and not necessarily setting up a 
general rule. Certain scholars suggest 
that there had been much confusion in 
the Corinthian church caused by the 
women who were disturbing the worship 
and instruction and that word of this had 
come to Paul and he was attempting to 
put a stop to it by this prohibition. It 
is apparent, it seems to me, in other sec- 
tions of Paul’s writing that it is not his 
intention to prevent the Christian witness 
of women. He specifically tells us that 
in Christ there is neither male nor female, 
thus no distinction and in this same 
epistle to the Corinthians in the eleventh 
chapter, fifth verse he said, “Every wom- 
an that prayeth or prophesieth with her 
head uncovered dishonoreth her head” 
thus implying that women were in fact 
speaking in the church. We know of his 
approval of Lydia and Prisca, to mention 
only a few. Therefore, I believe we must 
understand first that Paul lived in an 
age far different from ours when the full 
impact of Christianity and the elevation 
of the status of women had just begun to 
be felt and second, that he was address- 
ing himself to a particular situation at 
a particular time. T believe that we are 
untrue to the whole teaching of scripture 
and of Paul if we seek to apply this verse 
to all situations in all times. I am sure 
that Paul would give wholehearted assent 
to the many Godly women through the 
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history of the church and today who wit- 
ness to their faith in Jesus Christ by pub- 
lic ministry, because it was his one driv- 
ing passion that Christ be preached to the 
end that all might have an opportunity 
to know him. 


PAID CHOIRS 


Should there be paid choirs in 
churches? Our questioner refers to the 
money-changers and he says that we 
ought to sing for the glory of God. 


FocarTIeE: Frankly, I would agree 
that we should sing to the glory of God. 
In the church of which I am pastor we 
have just recently done away with the 
system of a paid choir for several reasons. 
We believed we could have better music 
in other ways. We believed that we 
could get better participation. I don’t 
think there is any particularly valid rea- 
son for condemning paid choirs in and 
of themselves, and there may be justifi- 
able reasons for having them, but cer- 
tainly if we do have voices and we can 
contribute them to the worship of God, 
then I say let’s do it. 

MopERATOR: ‘Then in your situation 
vou are seeking more widespread partici- 
pation rather than having a few people 
who sometimes are looked on as perform- 
ers? 

FoGARTIE: Too often I am afraid 
when we do have paid choirs we think 
of it more as a performance by a musical 
organization than we do participation 
in worship. 

MopErRATOR: The present trend strikes 
me as very wholesome wherein all ages 
have an opportunity to participate in 
congregational worship, with children, 
voung people and adults not only singing 
in several choirs but getting the best 
available training as well. I know of 
no better way in which a church can 
develop good congregational singing and 
enthusiastic and meaningful participa- 
tion. 


Department that no one be allowed “who 
would not be eligible to come into this 
country under the terms of the McCarran- 
Walter Act. 


Senate Chaplain Prays 
Against Abusive Remarks 


WasuincTon, D. C. (RNS) — The 
chaplain of the United States Senate has 
rebuked members of that body for some 
of the abuse they have hurled at one an- 
other in recent political debates. 

Frederick Brown Harris prayed in the 
Senate: 


“O God, Whose mercy is as great as our 
unworthiness, forgive our feverish ways 
and the impatience of our attitudes, as our 
spirits, like restless pools, mirror the agi- 
tation of our disturbed day. 

“In the midst of demands which drain 
our strength, save us from forgetting the 
courtesy which shines with respect and 
understanding for the opinion of others. 

“However much we may differ in view- 
point, may we never lose faith in one an- 
other’s sincerity and high-mindedness of 
purpose. Scorning all that is petty and 
mean, may these testing days find us grow- 
ing in true greatness, the nobility of 
goodness.” 





Trust in Him 


Commit your way to the Lord; trust in 
him, and he will act—Psalm 37:5. Read 
verses 1-11. 


Bishop Newbigin of the Church of 
South India remarks that for some twen- 
ty years negotiations among the denom- 
inations were stalled and almost stifled 
as they argued about their respective tra- 
ditions and prerogatives. Finally, in a 
moment of illumination, someone posed 
the real question, namely, “Is it the will 
of God that this union should take 
place?” Immediately the whole temper 
of the discussions changed. 

Committing their way to the Lord, 
thinking of God’s will rather than of 
their own points of emphasis and priority, 
they found new bases of agreement, and 
discovered that some of the things their 
pride had insisted upon were not so im- 
portant after all. 

At the human level there was blockage 
and confusion, even in a noteworthy 
Christian cause, but when God was 
brought more directly into their think- 
ing, and the level of the discussion was 
lifted, the way soon became clear. 

So God is always eager to open paths 
and steady the steps of those who com- 
mit themselves and their concerns fully 
to him. 

Let Us Pray: O God, help me not to 
fence myself in with my own petty busi- 
ness. Let me seek thy will for me and 
claim thy promised gift of strength as 
well as guidance. So may T become more 
like him whose very life it was to do 
thy will, even Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


—Rossins Barstow in The Fellowship of Prayer- 
er, distributed by the National Council of Churches 
Dept. of Evangelism. By permission, the Pilgrim 
Press. 
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@ With attacks already being made on Christian leaders, 
American churchmen will have to be well informed. 


The American Churches Welcome the World Council 


HE SECOND Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, which is 
scheduled to convene on the campus of 
Northwestern University in Evanston, 
Illinois, through the last fortnight of 
August, 1954, promises to be the most 
important Christian assemblage ever to 
meet on the North American continent. 
Already a very considerable expecta- 
tion about ‘‘Evanston” is in the air, and 
it seems likely to increase with accelerat- 
ing tempo right up to the eve of the As- 
sembly. If this event is to yield all the 
contributions it should bring to the life 
of the American churches, and if Amer- 
ican churchmen and church women are 
to fulfill their role of hosts as they would 
wish to do, it is important that they be- 
come fully informed regarding the prob- 
lems as well as the promise in the forth- 
coming Assembly. 


Difficulties Anticipated 


The first fact to be noted is this: This 
will be the first major world Christian 
conference in the modern ecumenical se- 
ries to be held in the United States; but 
there has been no time in the past half- 
century when it would have been as diffi- 
cult for Christian guests from all over the 
world to come to a church assemblage in 
this country, or for us to receive them. 

We have heard much lately about a 
mounting antagonism toward the United 
States in many parts of the world. It 
would be more accurate to define it as a 
deepening distrust of the wisdom and 
trustworthiness of American policy in the 
exercise of our preponderant influence in 
world affairs. We may believe that dis- 
trust to be unfounded. But we must face 
it as a fact. 

One aspect of this widespread misgiv- 
ing deserves double underscoring. There 
are many in this country and even some 
within our churches who, while they may 
regret certain of the methods employed in 
the current Congressional investigations 
and related activities, feel that, on bal- 
ance, they are promoting the national in- 
terest. 

We should understand clearly that 
throughout the rest of the world, all that 
is symbolized by the single word ‘“Mc- 
Carthyism” is regarded with virtually 
unanimous dismay and digust. 

To be sure, the delegates to Evanston 
will come as church representatives. But 





*Dr. Van Dusen is president of Union 
Seminary, New York, and chairman of the 
World Council’s Study Department. Al- 
though much of what he says here appear- 
ed in these columns last November 9 and 
16, it is important that what he says be 
widely understood. 
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they are also citizens of their respective 
nations, influenced by the assumptions 
and prejudices prevalent in those lands. 
Not a few of them, including some with 
longest knowledge of the United States, 
will land on our shores next summer, not 
with the eager expectations we would wish 
but with minds troubled by misgivings. 

In addition to such questionings which 
are mainly political, there are misgivings 
regarding the adequacy of our under- 
standing and practice of Christian faith. 
These have recently been set forth with 
admirable frankness by one of the most 
widely revered of all European church 
leaders, Bishop Eivind Berggrav of Nor- 
way, in an article captioned “Why Eu- 
ropeans Fear America” in a recent issue 
of The Christian Century, which we 
should all read. (OurTLook, Nov. 9.) 

Many of the factors which create prob- 
lems for our guests make it particularly 
difficult for us to serve as hosts. A nation 
whose attention is so preoccupied with 
issues of internal loyalty and security, 
whose press gives front-page prominence 
almost daily to inquiries and inquisitions 
in which the trustworthiness of respon- 
sible church leaders is challenged, creates 
a difficult atmosphere in which to welcome 
a great world conference of Christians in 
the summer of 1954. 


The Word: Eschatological 


As though these problems were not 
enough, the “Main Theme” which is to 
guide the discussion of the Evanston As- 
sembly, ‘Christ: The Hope of the 
World,” is proving not only peculiarly 
difficult because of its obscurity, but also 
potentially divisive, perhaps less because 
of irreconcilable differences of conviction 
among Christians than because of ina- 
bility to understand each other. ‘The 
heart of the matter is: the degree to which 
Christian Hope should be understood 
within the context of expectation of 
Christ’s return to end history. 

It looks as though American Christians 
who wish to take a responsible part in 
Evanston preparations would have to 
come to terms with a phrase almost as 
unfamiliar to their ears as was the term 
“Ecumenical” two decades ago. It is 
the word “Eschatological.”” Not only 
must they accustom their ears to the sound 
of the word; they must give their minds 
and hearts to attempt to comprehend it 
and why it holds so decisive, so pivotal, 
a place in the Christian hope of fellow- 
Christians in many lands and of many 
traditions. 


Important as it is to be fully alive to 
these problems, they should only strength- 
en our resolve to take fullest advantage of 
the promise implicit in Evanston for our 
American churches. It is this which 
should mainly claim our attention and 
mold our expectancy. 

The presence among us as delegates, 
visitors and consultants of nearly a thou- 
sand carefully chosen Christian leaders 
of more than 160 national church bodies 
from some 50 countries, brings to the 
North American continent the most wide- 
ly representative, most truly ‘“‘ecumen- 
ical” assemblage of the followers of 
Christ who have ever met “in one accord 
in one place” in the twenty centuries since 
his life and death and resurrection. Here 
is the unparalleled possibility of enlight- 
ening our people on the world-wide 
outreach of the church, the varieties of 
Christian experience and conviction— 
the possibility of stretching their imag- 
inations, shaming their provincialisms 
and prejudices, claiming a Christian ded- 
ication both more comprehensive and 
more demanding. 


Great Opportunity 

The World Council Assembly offers an 
unprecedented and unsurpassed oppor- 
tunity to lift before all the church people 
of the United States the reality of coop- 
erative Christianity, of Ecumenical 
Christendom, and to enlist their intelli- 
gent and active participation in it. The 
World Council is, very largely, the reality 
of American Christian cooperation pro- 
jected on a world scale. The experience 
and structure of the American Federal 
Council supplied a pattern for the World 
Council. To tell the story of the World 
Council, to focus attention upon its As- 
sembly, is to make real to American 
churchmen what the late Archbishop 
Temple called “The great new fact of 
our time... one great ground of hope for 
the coming days.” 

Lastly, the Evanston Assembly presents 
us all with a call, not only to a new and 
far more worthy participation in the pres- 
ent reality of world Christendom, but, 
more important, to a fresh and far pro- 
founder apprehension of the faith by 
which alone the church can live and give 
life. 

No one who contemplates our world in 
these tragic days, and then ponders what 
must be God’s yearning intention and de- 
sire for that world, can doubt that Evan- 
ston holds already in his purpose mighty 
gifts of grace and power and hope—not 
our hopes but his hope. 
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‘Jehovah our God spake unto us in Horeb 
saying, ‘Ve have dwelt long enough in 
this mountain.’ *—Deuteronomy 1 :6 


SHORT TIME ago, one of the 
A large department stores here in St. 
Petersburg had a Magic Key Jubilee. 
All of its credit customers received 
through the mails a magic key. I re- 
ceived one. After some persuasion from 
the family, I took my key to the treasure 
chest, and before my surprised and 
amazed eyes, the lock opened, and | 


hunny dress.” Now my wife likes the 
dress, but I must admit that it is a com- 
plete failure to me. 

I would like to speak to you, however, 
about a key that will unlock treasures of 
untold wealth, and it may be possessed 
by everyone. 


1. The Key to God’s Worship: “Ye 
have dwelt .. .” 

“Dwelt” implies the purpose for which 
Israel was taken to Horeb. Horeb was 
a place of inspiration. There they had 
heen furnished with laws and ordinances 
requisite for the fulfillment of the cov- 
enant, and could now remove to Canaan 
to take possession of the promised land. 
The word “dwelt” is powerfully sugges- 
tive of fellowship with God and the un- 
seen universe. 

One of the distinguishing marks of 
man is that he has a capacity to hold com 
munion with God. As the eye sees and 
the heart loves, so the spirit that is in 
man communes with the spirit that is in 
God. Man’s power of hearing God de- 
pends upon his relationship with God. 
When Christ heard God speak, the people 
said, “It thundered.”” When Paul heard 
the voice of Christ by the way, those with 
him heard it not. When the Spirit de- 
scended upon Jesus as a dove, John the 
Baptist and Jesus beheld it; but we do 
not know that the people saw it. 

Identification is always a consequence 
of association with others. There is, in 
man, a natural aptness and tendency to 
imitate those who are his most constant 
companions. Just so, the praying soul, 
by conversing with God, is in some meas- 
ure assimilated to his likeness. The ob- 
ject of worship will in some measure al- 
ways be the object of imitation. God is 
the standard of moral excellence; and by 
contemplating his perfections, our cor- 
ruptions are counteracted, his image is 
stamped upon us, and our minds are 
raised above their natural level. 

Thus the exercise of fervent prayer 
elevates, strengthens, purifies, comforts, 
and enriches the human spirit. Those 
who would grow in grace must grow in 
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their prayer life. He will beautify them 
with the beams of his holiness, as Moses’ 
face shone when he returned from the 
Mount. Anything lower than a life of 
communion with God in Christ is re- 
pudiated by the Christian idea as an im- 
perfect and incomplete life. Man may 
possess much that the world calls virtue. 
He may be honest, industrious, and self- 
sacrificing. He may even show a 
strengthened consistent manliness that 
some manifestations of the Christian life 
are found to fail in. But, nevertheless, 
it is of an inferior quality. It is im- 
possible to separate the life of man from 
God without fatal injury to that life. If 
God is, and if we are his creatures, our 
being cannot grow into any healthy or 
perfect form while we remain divorced 
from him in spirit and in love. 

It was John Berridge who said, “You 
will find it more difficult to walk closely 
with Jesus in a calm than in a storm; 
in easy circumstances than in straits. A 
Christian never falls asleep in the fire 
or in the water, but grows drowsy in the 
sunshine.” And Cowper, the great poet, 
has added; 

“When one who holds communion with 
the skies 

Has filled his urn where the pure waters 


rise, 
And once more mingles with us meaner 
things, 


‘Tis even as an angel shook his wings; 
Immortal fragrance fills the circuit 
wide.” 


Every Christian who knows a vital 
spiritual relationship with God knows 
that he lives by admiration and hope. In 
other words, he lives by worship. None 
can view without great concern the gross 
failure to worship that characterizes our 
American Christian life. ‘There are those 
who estimate that only five or ten per 
cent of the church people of America 
worship with anything like regularity. 
It is not surprising, therefore, that we 
make little progress toward the great 
ideals that shine so tantalizingly before 
mankind. Christian people, therefore, 
should inquire very seriously and pain- 
stakingly into the art of worship, in the 
hope that by improving this art and ex- 
perience they may become more devoted 
and consecrated Christian souls. 

How do we worship? Freely and 
eagerly, or stiffly and perfunctorily ? Does 
worship draw you, or does it drag you? 
God had brought Israel to Mount Horeb 
in order that they might experience the 
significant fact of worship. There they 
received the law. There they came to 
know the significance of the tabernacle, 


and the art of worship. It was at Horel, 
that God revealed himself in his glory 
and majesty. It was also at Horeb that 
they came to know the reality of sin. 
Israel came face to face with Jehovah at 
Horeb. 

The Christian individual of America 
today is ill equipped to cope wtih these 
critical times until he has learned to face 
God at Horeb; learned to pray in secret; 
learned the art of worship in the sanc- 
tuary. 


ll. The Key to God’s Will: ‘Jehovah 
our God spake unto us in Horeb.” 


Communion with God is inadequate 
in worship, unless it is but the occasion 
when we come to know the will of God. 
God knows our down-sitting, and our 
uprising. He knows our going out, and 
our coming in. There comes a time when 
he declares that we have been at worship 
long enough; that we have dwelt at Horeb 
long enough; and he speaks to us; he 
commands us; he directs us. And when 
God speaks, let no man fail to listen. 

The will of God often indicates the 
need for a change. Wherever we live, 
we need change. The churches today are 
familiar with the doctrines of God. The 
pulpits of our great nation are well 
schooled in theology. We know our creed, 
and repeat it well. We all agree that 
the Bible is the Word of God—the only 
infallible rule of faith and practice. We 
all revere its pages, and know that there- 
in we find the way of eternal life. But 
one of the great perils of the church today 
is that we shall hear only these echoes of 
voices that spoke clearly in the past; 
and fail to hear what God is saying 
today. 

When God spoke to Israel, it came as 
a great surprise. It indicated that the) 
were to know not only of the theology of 
heaven, but the theocracy of earth. It 
indicated that their life was to be not 
only one of theory, but one of practice. 
The will of God, therefore, often comes 
suddenly. His will is a disturbing fact. 
The Spirit of God does not only reveal 
the face of the Master, but he also directs 
the paths of men. 

The people of Israel had become settled 
at Mount Horelb and had become con- 
vinced of the presence and reality of 
God. They were perhaps somewhat com- 
fortable and happy in this mountain ex- 
perience of worship and inspiration. Per- 
haps they were thinking that now nothing 
would ever disturb them again, and they 
could dwell forever in their choice place. 
But the will of God came suddenly, and 
disrupted their well-composed lives. 

When God speaks, it is the voice of 
authority. He does not always call us 
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into council, and seek our reaction, and 
our judgment. 

I believe in the democracy of the home, 
the community, the nation, and the world. 
But in our relation to God Almighty, I 
am convinced that it is a pure theocracy. 
Our only relation to the will of God is 
that of humble, sincere, uncompromising, 
unquestioning, and absolute obedience. 

It is a very sobering reality to be a 
subject in the Kingdom of God. As 
citizens of the Christian community, we 
may have our whole lives and plans upset, 
turned around, altered, stopped, and re- 
directed at the will of God. By one 
clear word, he can alter the direction of 
our destiny. 

One hears much pious talk these days 
about the Kingdom of God. ‘There are 
those who sing loudly of that Kingdom, 
who pray earnestly concerning that King- 
dom, and who offer some weak allegiance 
to the Kingdom. But you and I shall 
know little about the Kingdom of God 
until we come to grips with the fact of 
the final, absolute, complete, and unal- 
terable authority of that Kingdom. It 
is serious business when God says, “Ye 
have tarried here long enough.” 


lll. The Key to God’s Work: “Ye 
have tarried long enough in this 
mount.” 


These words constitute the central 
thrust of our text. With one great sweep 
of the will of God, complacent Israel was 
flung out of its cozy nest, and hurled 
into a world of need, of adventure, of 
exploration, and emancipation. ‘The im- 
plication is that of the dividing of fam- 
ilies, the separation of neighbors, the 
leaving behind of beautiful landscapes, 
the striking of tents, moving out into the 
open wilderness and plains, and the pos- 
session of new lands. 

What are some of the areas of God's 
work to which we need to give especial 
attention today? What are some of the 
lands which need to be possessed ? 

One of these areas of occupation is 
that of Christianizing America. Min- 
isters, editors, and business men today 


are alarmed at the growing neglect of 
Sabbath worship, the secularization of 
education, the projection of pagan phi- 
losophies, the decay of the Christian 
home, and the letting go of our moral 
sanctions. 

Only one-half of the persons in the 
United States are nominal Christians. 
Half of the young people under 25 are 
unrelated to any religious activity. We 
have a criminal population of five mil- 
lions of people. One-half are under 21 
years of age. We have far more criminals 
in America today than students in col- 
leges and universities. We are spending 
today far more on crime than we are on 
education. Our crime bill today is well 
above 16 billions of dollars. It is a 
great challenge to the Christian Church 
today to assume the responsibility for the 
80 millions of people in the United States 
who are non-church members. When we 
look at France, Italy, Germany, and Rus- 
sia and see their experiences in dethron- 
ing God, it is time for Christian America 
to wake up. 

Another great field of occupation today 
is that of the homes of America. I sup- 
pose if you would ask any soldier in the 
past two World Wars why he was fighting 
to save America, he would say that he 
was fighting to save the American home. 
But are the homes of America today the 
seat of America’s finest ideals? Do they 
fill the role that God intended that they 
should fill, where high ideals of culture, 
religious nurture, parental oversight, 
guidance, sympathy, and love are su- 
preme? Are our homes worth saving, 
when they are void of any religious pro- 
gram, where there is continual domestic 
upheaval, and where one-fourth of them 
are so poorly constructed as to eventuate 
in collapse? ‘The church of today is 
challenged to save the homes of America. 

Another area of work and occupation 
is that of the Christian Sabbath. Per- 
haps the most basic reason for moral and 
religious disintegration in America today 
is the disregard for the Sabbath. If the 
Sabbath were kept, our churches would 
be filled with worshippers; our homes 
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would be cemented with better under- 
standing; our cultural life would be 
greatly enhanced. There would be time 
for meditation, friendship, and _ for 
thought. Sunday is no longer a blue day, 
but a scarlet day. Sabbath is a day when 
we witness more accidents; when the 
ambulance shrieks most frequently; 
when more mangled bodies are taken to 
more hospitals, and when our morgues 
are most filled; when our biggest social 
functions are scheduled; when our thea- 
ters are most largely patronized; when 
our drug stores and cafes are most crowd- 
ed; when filling stations, resort places, 
hotels are the busiest. It is no longer 
a day of quietness, peace, and cessation 
of activity. It has become a noisy, fes- 
tive, hilarious day, the end of which 
brings jangled nerves, tired bodies, and 
unsoothed minds, poorly prepared for 
another week. 

I seem to hear a voice today, a voice 
sounding above our beautiful cathedrals, 
our well-appointed sanctuaries, our ar- 
tistically designed services of worship, 
our beautifully phrased sermons, our 
lovely music, saying, “Ye have dwelt 
long enough in this mount. It is time 
for the Christian Churches of America 
to move out.” 

And what shall I say more? ‘Time 
does not permit me to speak of gambling, 
which has come to be a strain upon Amer- 
ican life, and is damaging Christian per- 
sonality and corrupting everything it 
touches. Or of alcohol, which is Amer- 
ica’s most damnable scourge. 10,000,- 
000 G.I.’s have learned to know and like 
beer, leaving upon the streets and alleys 
of America 50,000 human derelicts, most 
of whom are booze-soaked, causing also 
200,000 divorces in the last 20 years, 
and adding 25,000 every year. Our na- 
tional alcohol bill is more than $8,800,- 
000,000 per year. Frances E. Willard 
said: “The liquor traffic would destroy 
the church if it could. The church could 
destroy the liquor traffic if it would.” 
Or of our shameful response as Christians 
to the Negro opportunity of America, 
where we should have made religion vital 
to the fastest-growing race in the world, 
a race whose educational and cultural 
advancement is unparalleled in human 
history. 

Are you one of God’s problems, or are 
you the solution ? 


Davidson Dean Resigns 


John C. Bailey, Jr., dean of students 
at Davidson College since 1941, has re- 
signed that position and will give his full 
time to his teaching work in the Greek 
department. 

Another Davidson professor, Edward 
©. Guerrant, has resigned his position 
effective at the end of this term. Dr. 
Guerrant has been professor of Interna- 
tion Relations. He has not announced 
what he expects to do. 
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EDITORIAL 


An Open Letter to Those 
Who Favor Presbyterian Union 


As the discussion of the pros and cons 
of Presbyterian Reunion proceeds across 
the church, there are several matters 
which ought to be generally recognized. 
Let us think about some of these. 

Despite the General Assembly’s call 
to a full discussion of this question, it 
appears that some of our people are re- 
luctant to take the initiative and arrange 
for the presentation of this matter in their 
ureas. There are several reasons for this. 

(1) In some areas that are overwhelm- 
ingly in favor of union some people see 
no need to open up the whole question and 
“disturb” the situation. They feel that 
a more harmonious feeling will prevail 
if they keep the discussion outside their 
territory. This appears to us to be a 
mistake because the opponents of union 
are mailing vast quantities of printed 
matter to local people and some of these 
people want to know what are the an- 
swers to some of the charges. It is cer- 
tainly better to have these answers pre- 
sented and discussed in open meeting than 
to have the suspicion raised that we are 
trying to keep something from them—and 
you may be sure that someone will make 
that charge. 

(2) In areas where the opposition is 
organized and vocal, actual scheduling of 





meetings sometimes goes on without the 
sort of planning that is possible when 
people of opposing points of view are in 
on such a meeting from the beginning. 
Therefore, some of those who favor union 
feel that it is better to have nothing to 
do with the announced meeting and pos- 
sibly to arrange another one later on. 

This too seems to us unfortunate. In 
view of the charges that are made by the 
opponents of reunion, it is very important 
to have the charges refuted in the meeting 
where they are made. Again, it is impor- 
tant to have this done before the same 
audience, in view of the fact that it would 
not be easy to get a group of anti-union 
people to come together later or just to 
hear someone who favors union. It is 
clear that one of the major tasks of those 
favoring union is to get a hearing in 
areas where the opposition has been ag- 
gressive. It has been amply demonstrated 
that most of our people who oppose union 
are fair-minded and eager to give “the 
other side” a chance in such meetings, but 
the proponents must be willing to take 
udvantage of the opportunity—even 
though many of the meetings are sched- 
uled solely for the convenience of the 
opposition. 

(3) Some of the ministers and laymen 
who favor union are bitterly attacked if 
they take the leadership in arranging 
meetings favoring union. This is diffi- 
cult to justify in view of the fact that in 
many instances those who do the attack- 
ing feel that it is entirely all right for them 
to be aggressive in leading the movement 
against union. It is certainly easy to un- 
derstand if a determined layman or group 
threatens to bring about the sort of dis- 
turbed and unpleasant situation which 
nobody wants in an effort to silence a 
minister or fellow-laymen. 

Now, in regard to the meetings them- 
selves, let us look at what is happening. 
Many of these are going along very well, 
though some people raise a serious ques- 
tion as to whether we can ever justify 
providing an opportunity when many 
devoted Christian leaders are attacked and 
their good name and reputation are in- 
jured, or by stimulating feelings of self- 
satisfaction, we are made to feel that 
somehow we are better Christians than 
other kinds of Presbyterians . Yes, it is 
certainly questionable that any good can 
come of that. ‘The Assembly never in- 
tended to encourage such procedure in 
these meetings or anywhere else. We can 
only hope and pray that a spirit of fair- 
ness and Christian decency will prevail. 

In some of the meetings, whether by 
neglect or design, something is to be de- 
sired. In some of the meetings arranged 
by the opposition the idea seems to be 
to avoid the appearance of a “debate.” 
So, each speaker is allowed one speech 
and no rebuttal. What usually happens 
in these cases is that the proponent of 
union speaks and he is followed by the 
opponent who rebuts him, while the first 


speaker never has a chance to correct any- 
thing that has been said. This ought 
never to be. It has been our observation 
that while those who arrange a meeting 
will often try to enforce this pattern, 
is the opponents will always agree to give 
each man an opportunity for rebuttal if 
the man who favors union insists upon it. 
Unless this is agreed to, there should be 
no meeting, for the people will go home 
with a great many charges in their ears 
which ought to have been challenged. 
There are two patterns that appear to 
be fair in arranging these talks. One 
allows the man who favors union to speak, 
He is followed by the opponent who is 
told in advance that he may use his main 
speech to refute the points of the first 
speaker (and the audience should under- 
stand this too). ‘Then the first speaker 
is allowed to offer his rebuttal. In the 
question period both men should be al- 
lowed to speak to the questions raised. 


A better plan seems to be this one: 
Each man is given 45 minutes to use as 
he pleases—as much as he wants to use 
in his main speech, reserving the rest for 
rebuttal. Then, in the question period, 
when one man is asked a question let 
the other man give his answer too if he 
so desires. 

The presiding officer, of course, must 
be scrupulously fair and impartial and 
confine his own remarks to that of a mod- 
erator. 


Dr. Menninger’s Word 


Quite a stir has been caused by the 
Presbyterian, USA, General Council’s 
“Letter to Presbyterians” (OUTLOOK, 
Nov. 16, 30). 


Some people say the General Council 
has no right to issue such statements as 
this in the name of the church. As to its 
rights, we do not know, but it was our 
impression that the statement was issued, 
not in the name of the church, but in the 
name of the General Council only. 


An interesting word of praise for the 
letter—among many others—is the one 
of the famous Karl A. Menninger, To- 
peka, Kansas, physician and Presby- 
terian, as it appeared in Presbyterian 
Life: 


“I should like to add my voice to that 
of the many other who were made proud 
of our leaders and of our denomination by 
the General Council’s “Letter to Presby- 
terians” . 

“I become more proud of it when I read 
the occasional criticisms appearing in 
your ‘Sounding Board,’ some of which 
bristle with hate, some of which employ 
words like snakes and rats in describing 
erring human beings, and some of which 
refuse to see the threats to freedom in- 
volved in the behavior of certain zealous, 
but not always so scrupulous, politicians.” 


. + * 

APART from God . . . every activity is 
merely a passing whiff of insignifi- 

cance.—A. N. WHITEHEAD. 
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IF CHRIST IS THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


in fact as well as in name, then the 
church will not follow current opinions 
and standards. 

Jesus did not; his true church will not. 
The church is the one institution in a 
position to evaluate all standards for life 
and conduct, whether personal or social, 
from a point of view which is trans- 
cendent, that is to say, from a point of 
view which is not within the plane of the 
world. Jesus views the world with the 
eye and the mind of God. For the church 
to accept the world’s ideals and methods 
as its own is to betray the Lord; it is to 
think and act as if Jesus had never lived 
and taught, to think as if the Holy Spirit 
had for twenty centuries been silent. 

If Christ is the Head of the church, 
then the church will never be a national- 
ist organization. Christ did not come to 
call the righteous, but sinners, to repent- 
ance. Nothing is said in the Bible about 
American sinners being given Number 
One priority at the throne of grace. 

Christ came to bring many sons into 
glory; no mention being made of biologi- 
cal, cultural or racial qualifications as 
preliminary necessities. Christ proclaimed 
and made possible the Kingdom of God; 
if that Kingdom be divided into prov- 
inces, they will hardly be along the ter- 
ritorial lines of nations living or dead. 
The Christian will always acknowledge 
at least one higher loyalty than to the 
state. Even a Niemdller, long unques- 
tioning the state’s absolute right, comes 
to a place where he has to say: Christ is 
my Fiihrer. I am a Christian first, a 
citizen second. 

We are a Christian church first, an 
American church second, if the universal 
Christ be our leader. 

If Christ is the Head of the church, 
it will never become a department of state. 
It will not become a bureau of propa- 
ganda nor a liaison office (sic) between 
government and people. It will not con- 
sider itself bound to approve everything 
that Government does, nor to keep silent 
if Government itself shows signs of be- 
coming a tyranny. 


I’ CHRIST is the Head of the church, 


F CHRIST is the Head of the Church, 

it can never look on any institution, 
not even on itself, as an end, but only 
as a means. Men are the ends, institu- 
tions are means, as our Lord made clear 
in the case of the Sabbath. Men are 
made in the image of God, institutions 
are not. The church will judge every in- 
institution by what it does to and for 
and in people. It will regard no institu- 
tion as final, infallible or unchangeable, 
still less as beyond criticism. The church 
will retain and use its right, for it has 
the right, to speak plainly about every 
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social structure and undertaking—poli- 
tical, economic, educational or any other 
—in the name of Christ and in behalf 
of the men and women who are the 
church’s chief concern. 

If Christ is the Head of the church, 
then personal values will always rise in 
its sight higher than property values. 
As Christ did not hesitate to destroy a 
herd of swine to save one human being, 
the church whose Head Christ truly is 
will never hesitate when it has to choose 
between manhood and mammon. 

If Christ is the Head of the church, 
then it will never take up the cause of the 
wealthy against the poor, nor of the re- 
spectable against the outcast. It will not 
identify itself exclusively with the com- 
fortable, the powerful, the secure. It 
will not identify itself, either, with the 
poor against the rich; but in the struggles 
of the powerful against the weak, the 
true church will be found defending the 
weak rather than justifying the strong. 


F CHRIST is Head of the church, 

then it will stand against all uniformi- 
tarianism and conformitarianism. It will 
stand for the freedom of men to be them- 
selves, to think for themselves, to choose 
for themselves. It will show men that 
only in the service of God is perfect free- 
dom. It will stand against all attempts 
of majorities to liquidate minorities. 
Above all, it will refuse aid and comfort 
to those even within its own orbit who 
would enforce consent by the use of fear 
and falsehood. It will oppose the mon- 
olithic society by whatever name it is 
called. 

If Christ is the Head of the church, 
it will bare his name more gladly than 
any other. It will recognize in its broth- 
erhood all who own him as Lord. It will 
regard church divisions as the historical 
accidents most of them are, rather than as 
lines marking off true from false. In 
matters of church union it will think of 
the burden of proof as lying heavily on 
those who would maintain or exaggerate 
existing differences, rather than on those 
who seek for closer bonds with other 
parts of the Church Universal. 

If Christ is the Head of the church, it 
is plain that the church will not be every- 
where and by all men praised and ap- 
proved. It will seem to run against many 
currents of the times; and this will be 
true. It will seem to be a minority group; 
and this will be true. It will seem to be 
revolutionary; and this also is true. In 
a time when only the few are powerful, 
the church may suffer as Christ did under 
Pontius Pilate. But the church will rise 
again, because Christ is its Head. 

There is one way and only one for the 
church to live in this world unblamed, un- 


slandered: that is to have some other head 
than Christ. But on that day it is no 
longer the church. 





In Passing 


200-YEAR TEST—In our March 1 is- 

sue (page 8) we told of an experiment 
being conducted by The Pleasures of 
Publishing of Columbia University. 
Whose word would be remembered 200 
years from now? Only persons living 
now were to be listed. Here are the re- 
sults of the poll, showing the 1754 per- 
sons previously listed by The Pleasures 
and the leading figures of today as select- 
ed by its readers: 














1754 1954 

Poetry Goethe Eliot 
Novel Fielding Hemingway 
Drama Beaumarchais Fry 
Satire Voltaire Thurber 
Music Haydn Stravinsky 
Painting Goya Picasso 
Architecture Piranesi Wright 
Mathematics Euler Einstein 
Physics Volta Einstein 
Chemistry Lavoisier Urey 
Medicine Jenner Fleming 
Psychology Hartley Jung 
Philosophy Kant Russell 
Education Pestalozzi Hutchins 
History Gibbon Toynbee 
Political 

Science Rousseau Churchill 
Economics Smith * 
Sociology Fourier Kinsey 


*The winner was J. M. Keynes—who 
died in 1946, and is therefore ineligible. 





General Assembly 
Commissioners 





Lists of commissioners to the 1954 Gen- 
eral Assembly (May 27) are beginning 
to appear here this week. Others will fol- 
low by synods as they are available. 


SYNOD OF ALABAMA 

Birmingham—(M)*—James Cc. Cantrell, 
John W. McQueen, J. J. Alexander; (E)*— 
W. J. Rushton, Birmingham; W. 8S. Mor- 
row, Bessemer; F. A. Peake, Fairfield 
Highlands. 

Central 
‘Tuscaloosa; 
tha, 

East Ala.—(M)—C. G. Partridge, Flor- 
ala; C. H. Rogers, Autaugaville; M. E. 
Love; (E)—W. T. Johnson, Montgomery; 
Joel E. Johnson, Geneva; J. C. Sharpe, 
Buffalo. 

Mobile—(M)—J. C. Frist, Mobile; R. B. 
Siedentopf; (E)—Ort H. Ertzinger, Bay 
Minette; Pelham Durant, Mobile. 

North Ala—(M)—D. W. Hollingsworth, 
Florence; John Hungarland, Sheffield; (E) 
—M. E. Malone, Fort Payne; W. H. Stelle, 
Jr., Anniston, 

Tuscaloosa—(M)—R. Moody Holmes, 
Centreville; John L. Edwards, Eutaw; 
(E)—E. O. Graham, Gordo; W. Henderson 
Bruce, Catherine. 


Ala.—(M)—C. H. Williams, 
(E)—Geo. Cunningham, Sel- 


*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, 
his home town is the next one listed. 








CHURCH NEWS 


Church Membership- 
South 46% ; Other 54% 


Oklahoma News Letter 

With only 464¢ of the people in the 
area served by the Southern Presbyterians 
in any church, a two-fold program of 
evangelism and the reactivation of old 
members is urgent. This was the word 
spoken to Oklahoma City Presbyterians 
recently by Frank W. Price, Moderator 
of the General Assembly. Dr. Price 
pointed out that while 54% of the people 
in the nation as a whole have a church 
home, only 460% of those in the territory 
embraced by the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., are so recorded. Our church, he 
said, is maintaining its present average 
of establishing one new church a week 
across the Assembly, but a more adequate 
program is needed in evangelism and in 
re-enlisting old members. Dr. Price also 
spoke in Durant. 





Measure Approved for 
Three New Toll Roads 


Oklahomans recently voted in a special 
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clection to authorize measures providing 
construction of three toll roads in the 
state. Although 41 out of the 77 counties 
in the state voted against the proposition 
big majorities in Oklahoma and Tulsa 
(Counties were enough to off-set the vote 
of the smaller counties. The new roads 
will connect the present toll road between 
Oklahoma City and Tulsa to complete 
cross-state travel. 


Prayer Chapel to Be 
Established in Hospital 

A prayer chapel for all faiths will be 
established in the University of Okla- 
homa Hospital in Oklahoma City. The 
city council of churches will be respon- 
sible for it. This is the first time a place 
of prayer and meditation has been desig- 
nated for patients and visitors of the hos- 
pital. F. R. Dudley, a retired Presby- 
terian minister, is employed by the coun- 
cil of churches as the hospital chaplain. 


Radio Preacher Wars 
Against Nudist Camps 

A Baptist radio preacher, Braxton B. 
Sawver of Ft. Smith, Ark., is making a 
one-man crusade against nudist camps 
in Oklahoma. Although residents of the 
communities deny that there are such 
camps, Mr. Sawyer claims there are seven 
nudist camps that he knows about and he 
says that Caddo County is ‘crawling with 
naked flesh.” He is now attempting to 
raise funds to get anti-nudity laws pass- 
ed in the state. Bruce West of Binger, 
Okla., made this comment: “It’s just too 
ridiculous to consider. ‘The man is just 
trying to stir up publicity to raise money, 
and a lot of gullible people will probably 
contribute to him.” 


Miscellany 

Walter A. Bennett, pastor of St. An- 
drews church, was re-elected president of 
the Oklahoma City Council of Churches. 
... W. W. ‘Travis, Southminster pastor, 
is vice president of the Oklahoma City 
Ministerial Association. 

WaLTER A, BENNETT. 

Oklahoma City. 





If you’re like most 
people who own 
property, you want your estate to 
take care of your family first! 
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trust management, has helped 
thousands of families secure maxi- 
mum estate benefits. 
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Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 


Including U.S., USA, AR, and 
United Presbyterians 





EACHANGE OF PULPITS 
Crystal City, Texas. 100 members. 
close to Old 


Ranch 
Mexico. 2 Sunday 
Aug. 10-27. Manse exchange. 
refer higher altitude. Frank Crown, 315 
Maverick, Crystal City, Texas. 


country 


services, 


Marshville, N. C. 131 mbs. 2 Sunday 
services and Wednesday night. 4 July 
Sundays. Prefer Wisconsin, Mich., Minn. 
or other N. W. state. Manse exchange de- 
sired but not essential. Milos Strupl, Box 
457. Marshville, N. C. 


Columbia, Mo. 2 churches, 
Paris, Mo. Klair L. 
Ann, Columbia, Mo, 
eulty.) 


Stephens and 
Armstrong, 205 S8, 
(Stephens College fa- 


Florence, 8S. C. 
Bethesda 135 mbs. 
munity; new manse. 
fer Canada, New 
Henry L. Reaves, 
s. ¢C. 


Hopewell ch, 100 mbs,; 
Old, aristocratic com- 

4 Aug. Sundays. Pre- 
England, NY or NJ. 
Star Route, Florence, 


Delhi, La., 78 mbs. New 
ditioned manse. 2 Sun. services, 
Good golf, fishing, swimming pool. 5 Aug. 
Sundays. Prefer vicinity Montreat, Mas- 
sanetta Springs or seacoast. Manse excg. 
xk. Webb, Jr., Box 691, Delhi, La. 


and air con- 
1 Wed. 


Leslie 


Covington, Tenn. 2 chs, 43 & 63 mbs. 
Aug. or Sept. Austin-Houston, Tex., area 
preferred. Manse excg. Minor E. Powers, 


Route 2, Covington, Tenn. 


Statesville, N. C. 
1 Sun. service. 


Front St. ch. 296 mbs. 
Aug. 8, 15, 22. Near moun 
tains. Manse excye. Prefer Southern Fla. 
Earl C. Downey, 307 Buffalo St., States- 
ville, N.C. 


Tuscaloosa, Ala., Bethel & Southside chs, 
125, 41 mbs. 3 Sun. svs and YP meeting. 
July and Aug. Prefer Mountain or recrea- 
tion area or country field in high altitude. 
Manse exce. S. B. M. Ghiselin. 621 Queen 
City Ave., Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


Clarksville, Va. 
Aug. 29 3 


120 mbs. Aug. 22 1 svs; 

> SVS. Location is 
200 yards from Buxes Island Lake. Prefer 
New England states. Jesse M. Bratton, Jr., 
Box 103, Clarksville, Va. 


Manse exce. 


Fla., Whitfield Estates, 200 
mbs. 3-4 Aug. Sundays. Open-air drive- 
in church. Prefer 75 miles of Bristol, Tenn.- 
Va. No manse. B. L. Bowman, 647 Jungle 
Ave., Sarasota, Fla. 


Sarasota, 


(Continued next week) 





St 





In Virginia 


First: MERCHANTS 


NATIONAL BANK OF RICHMOND 


PAEMBER FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 

















_| Now-an illustrated edition of the 


nch 


zl Revised Standard Version 





























iday 
July $ 
inn. 
= | — only 53.50! 
Box | 
and the long-awaited 
5S. 
 fa- 4 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S BIBLE 
ibs. ; 
i in the Revised Standard Version! 
NJ. 
‘nee, 
* DESIGNED AND ILLUSTRATED ESPECIALLY FOR 
con- YOUNG PEOPLE 
Ved. 
Aug. 
las- * REASONABLY PRICED FOR QUANTITY PURCHASES 
ate AS GIFTS AND AWARDS 
mbs. 
me Ever since the appearance of the complete Revised Standard Version. 
vers, | PP : P . sas 
people have been asking for a lower priced edition to be used as a 
personal gift for young people, or as an award in church schools. The 
mbs. ; . ms 
pun publishers have now answered this demand by designing a Bible 
Fla. especially for younger readers—including in it the complete text of 
ae the Revised Standard Version, arranged exactly as in the original 
edition (in two columns, with footnotes), plus twelve beautiful full- 
om, color illustrations and twelve pages of maps in six colors. In antici- 
— pation of quantity purchases, an exceptionally reasonable price has 
ude. been established. The book is bound in Black Sturdite, morocco 
u : é : 
ueen grained, with a limp, flexible cover, and genuine gold stamping on 
the spine. There are 1104 pages (size 544” x 714”) with red edges 
SVS: and round corners; and an attractive Presentation Page in the front. 
hae Individually gift-boxed in maroon and gold. 
reter 
meg 2803. Black Sturdite $3.50 
200 2800. Same contents as 2803, but bound in blue, washable cloth 
rive- with gold stamping on spine. white edges, square corners. attractive 
enn.- two-color jacket. $3.25 
ingle 
Mail Coupon Today! Now in stock at THE OUTLOOK 
po = 
; THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
| IN. 6th St. e Richmond 19, Va. 
I Please send me the RSV in the edition(s) and quantities in- 
| dicated below: 
} | 
1 The new illustrated RSV ___Larger size buckram (no 
IDEAL FOR ta eee $3.50 illustrations) ..... $6.00 
YOUNG PEOPLE | __Cloth-bound edition  illus- ___Genuine Leather (no 
trated No. 2800.... 3.25 illustrations) ..... 10.00 
TI co sb aie coria ee rerGt Ss eel slere nie. al aleoe 
The new illustrated RSV (shown actual size) with | Check or cash 
beautiful black limp binding............... $3.50 | Oe BIE nd ae aay 3 
Cloth-bound edition (not boxed)........... $3.25 ; __Charge 
Larger size, buckram volume (no illustrations) $6.00 
Genuine leather edition (no illustrations). ...$10.00 ! CCE a ee i): ee 
,OOK MARCH 29, 1954 11 











OVERTURES 


Among the more interesting overtures 
submitted to the General Assembly are 
the following: 

Name—To change the Pioneer to the 
Junior Hi Fellowship.—E] Paso. 

BCO Loose-Leaf—To publish the Book 
of Church Order in loose-leaf form, keep- 
ing it up-to-date annually by providing 
pages to be inserted with changes.—Mo- 
bile. 

Retired Roll—To permit Sessions to 
place on a retired roll members of a con- 
gregation whose residence has been un- 
known for a year or for one year been 
a non-attendant at services or, after dili- 
gent effort, cannot be located and re-en- 
listed.—Western ‘Texas. 





Union—To terminate negotiations look- 
ing toward union.—Harmony (S.C.), 
Piedmont (S.C.) and Pee Dee (S.C.) 
Presbyteries. 

Telephone—To list home telephones of 
ministers and lay members of Assembly 
committees in Assembly’s Minutes.— 
Charleston. 


PEWS, NS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 


¢ « EARLY Be LIVERY - + 
WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
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es )=6€DEPT. 25, 
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Conference—To schedule a Montreat 
conference on prayer.—Athens. 

Divorce and Re-Marriage—To appoint 
a committee to study the basis of rec- 
ommended amendments on divorce and 
re-marriage. Bible professors of semi- 
naries are asked by Guerrant Presbytery. 
Bible and theology professors by East 
Arkansas. Orange Presbytery asks the 
Assembly to continue its study. 

Inconsistencies—Several overtures ask 
reconsideration of inconsistent phrasing 
in various amendments submitted by the 
last Assembly. 

Name—To change the term “stated 
supply” to “supply pastor.”—Bethel. 

Missionaries—To direct the Board of 
World Missions to stop the practice of 
deducting from annuity payments because 
of other income which retired mission- 
aries may have.—Orange. 

Annuities and Relief—To authorize 
the Board of Annuities and Relief to in- 
crease payments into the fund, providing 
beneficiaries with more adequate bene- 
fits. —E. Miss. 

Lay Preachers—That the Assembly 
consider recognition of lay preachers serv- 
ing pastorless churches (as in proposed 
plan of union and seminaries provide 
Roanoke. 

Montreat—To instruct the Montreat 
directors to redefine Montreat policies so 
as to permit residents, employees and vis- 
itors to participate freely and fully in the 
life of Montreat without restriction or 
distinction on the grounds oft race, eco- 











ABOVE THE RUINS... 





of 


nomics or any other such superficial fac- 
tor.—Missouri. 


Davidson Chorus Sings at 
Union Meeting in Detroit 


Something new in the current discus- 
sions of Presbyterian union appeared in 
Detroit recently—the Davidson College 
Male Chorus. 

With United Presbyterian Moderator 
Samuel C. Weir and U. S. Moderator 
Frank W. Price speaking on the Plan of 
Union, the college chorus, on an extended 
spring trip, sang before and after the 
talks by the Moderators. The 30-voice 
chorus also sang at the University of 
Michigan in Ann Arbor while in that 
area. 

Detroit Presbyterians felt that the 
chorus added greatly to the occasion. And 
they responded with enthusiasm, filling 
the sanctuary of the First church, where 
Allan M. Frew, a Davidson graduate, is 
the pastor. 

There are 80 Presbyterian, USA, and 
16 United Presbyterian churches in the 
Detroit area. 


Dartmouth-Agnes Scott 

Another new arrangement for college 
choruses will be noted March 26 when 
the Dartmouth glee club joins the Agnes 
Scott chorus in Decatur, Ga., with each 
group singing several numbers separately, 
then joining in Haydn’s Third Mass in 


_D Minor. 
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JESUS GIVES HIS LIFE 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for April 11, 1954 
John 18-19. Print 19:17-30 


The Gospel according to John falls 
naturally, as we have seen, into two 
major divisions. In the first division 
(chapters 1-12) Jesus reveals his glory 
unto the nation as a whole; in the second 
division (chapters 13-20) he reveals his 
glory to his disciples (1) in the words 
and actions centering about the Last Sup- 
per (chapters 13-17) and (2) in his death 
on the cross, followed by his resurrection 
(chapters 18-20). We study this week, 
and appropriately, for it is the week 
before Easter, the death of Jesus. 


1. The Arrest, 18:1-14 


Jesus spent his last evening with his 
disciples in the Upper Room. After he 
had instituted the Lord’s Supper and 
spoken his last words to the disciples, he 
went out into the garden of Gethsemane. 
While he prayed and the disciples slept, 
Judas guided thither a band of soldiers, 
accompanied by the personal representa- 
tives of the chief priests and the Phar- 
isees. They seized Jesus, bound him, and 
carried him to Annas to be examined. 

Three actors in the drama engage our 
attention. First Judas (see vss. 2,3,5b). 
All of the evangelists emphasize that 
Jesus was delivered into the hands of his 
enemies by the treachery of one of his 
own disciples. Judas knew that the 
Garden of Gethesmane was a favorite 
resort of his Master, and thither he led a 
hand of soldiers to seize Jesus and to 
lead him away to the Jewish rulers. As 
Dr. C. R. Erdman remarks: 

“He is an example of many men, who 
cherish besetting sins, while resisting in- 
fluences which might ennoble and trans- 
form. He loves gold more than he loves 
his Lord.” 

In striking contrast with the ignoble 
spectacle of Judas is the figure of Jesus. 
What John wishes most to emphasize is 
that fact that Jesus surrendered himself 
voluntarily into the hands of his enemies. 
He knew of Judas’ plot (13:21-27). It 
would have been easy for him to have 
avoided those who sought him. Instead 
he went into the garden where it was cer- 
tain that Judas would look for him 
(18:2). Again, when he heard the mob 
crashing through the brush, instead of 
slipping off in the other direction, he 
went forth to meet them and declared his 
identity unto them, even though he knew 
what the inevitable outcome would be 
(18:4-5). The soldiers hung back, it 
may be, because there were some who had 
been sent to take him on a former oc- 
casion (7:45-46). No one wished to be 
the first to lay hands on him. Indeed 
those in the front rank recoiled back- 
wards and some stumbled and fell. Jesus 
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could probably have overawed them; but 
instead he declared his identity a second 
time and encouraged them to proceed with 
the arrest (18:8). 

The third figure to play a prominent 
part in the drama is Peter. He must have 
recognized that it was utterly impossible 
to resist the soldiers by force, yet he 
struck out with his sword; because his 
aim was poor, or because his intended 
victim was agile, or not quite agile 
enough, he only sliced off an ear. Peter’s 
impulsive action demonstrates his loyalty 
and devotion, but not his wisdom. It 
could not help his Master; it could only 
compromise his cause by giving counte- 
nance to the possible charge of political 
insurrection. Jesus commanded his over- 
zealous disciple to replace his sword in 
its sheath. Recovering from their con- 
fusion the soldiers bound Jesus and car- 
ried him away. The slave’s name, John 
reminds us, was Malchus. We cannot 
see why he should have mentioned his 
name unless later he became himself a 
follower of Christ. We wonder if it was 
Christ’s sympathy that won him. We 
can be sure that it was not Peter’s sword. 


ll. The Examination Before Annas, 
18:15-27 

Jesus was taken first to Annas for a 
preliminary examination. Annas had been 
deposed from the office of high priest, 
but he was the father-in-law of Caiaphas. 
the present occupant of the office, and 
still the most influential man in the 
priestly party. After Annas had ques- 
tioned him, he was taken before the San- 
hedrin, presided over by Caiaphas. This 
court finally condemned him to death, 
because he acknowledged that he was the 
Son of God. In the morning the court 
was formally convened (the night ses- 
sion previously mentioned was contrary 
to the law) and the sentence of death 
formally confirmed. There were thus 
three ecclesiastical trials. John mentions 
only the first, the private examination be- 
fore Annas. 

He emphasizes two things, and first the 
self-possession of Jesus. Annas question- 
ed Jesus regarding his disciples and his 
teaching, seeking to discover some valid 
accusation which might be brought 
against him. Jesus replied that there was 
nothing more to tell than what he had 
frequently and publicly proclaimed. One 
of the officers standing by thereupon 
struck him in the face. An investigating 
committee reported a few years ago that 
this method of breaking down a prisoner’s 
reserve was commonly employed by the 
American police. It was a part of the 
“third degree.” John’s blood must have 


boiled as he saw the brutal blow. The 
calmness and reasonableness of Jesus’ 
reply so impressed him that in his old 
age Jesus’ very words remained printed 
in his memory. 

He also recalled Peter’s denial. He is 
justified in telling the story because Peter 
himself had published it to the world 
and had now suffered a martyr’s death. 
But how weak his faith was then. He 
saw Jesus helpless in the hands of his 
enemies, his hopes of a high place in the 
Kingdom was crumbling about him, and 
when he was questioned by the servants 
of the high priest he would not admit 
that he was one of “this man’s” disciples. 


lll. The Trial Before Pilate, 18:28:- 
19:16 


There were three Romas “trials,” just 
as there were three trials before the Jew- 
ish authorities. The Sandhedrin has 
sent Jesus to Pilate’s court, because it 
was necessary for him to confirm the 
death sentence. Pilate, convinced of 
Jesus’ innocence, unwilling therefore to 
condemn him to death, yet fearing to 
oppose the wish of his opponents, sent 
Jesus to Herod, the tetrarch of Galilee, 
who happened to be in Jerusalem attend- 
ing the feast. Herod made sport of the 
prisoner whom he had long wished to 
see, but sent him back to Pilate for the 
final decision. Pilate was at last com- 
pelled to confirm the death sentence and 
to hand him over to be crucified. 

John, telling the story many years later, 
thinks of the human actors in that fate- 
ful drama. There were the rulers whose 
religion would not allow them to enter 
Pilate’s palace. It meant ceremonial de- 
filement (18:28), but thev were deter- 
mined to have the blood of an innocent 
man, terribly determined. They goaded 
Pilate to a decision. To do so, they 
denied their national aspirations and 
their religious hopes, crying “We have 
no king but Caesar.” 

He thinks of Pilate, not desiring to 
condemn an innocent man, yet too weak 
to stand out against the rulers; beginning 
with a proffered compromise (18:38b— 
19:4), ending with ignominious surren- 
der. Then he thinks of Jesus, calm of 
mind, at peace with God. 

At the outset of the trial Pilate had 
asked in amazement, “Are you (i.e., do 
you claim to be) the king of the Jews?” 
Jesus explained that his kingdom was 
not of this world. It was a spiritual 
kingdom he had come to establish. Pi- 
late interrupted, ‘So you are a king?” 
Jesus replied, ‘For this I was born, and 
for this I have come into the world, to 
bear witness to the truth. Everyone who 
is of the truth hears my voice.” Pilate’s 
dealings with men,t he compromises forced 
upon him, the readiness of other men to 
compromise, had made him skeptical. 
There was no truth, no absolute standard 
calling for men’s highest allegiance. 
Convinced now that Jesus was a harmless 
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fanatic, he sought to release him. 

Perceiving that it was the priests who 
were urging Jesus’ death, he suggested 
to the people that they ask for Jesus’ 
release, according to the custom which 
allowed them to make one such request 
during the Passover. But the mob, in- 
cited by their spiritual leaders, asked 
instead for the release of a Jewish na- 
tionalist named Barabbas. Seeing that 
the people also had turned against him, 
Pilate ordered the prisoner to be scourged. 
When this cruel punishment had been in- 
ficted Pilate had the victim brought 
before the people, wearing a crown of 
thorns and the purple robe in which the 
soldiers had mocked him. ‘Here is the 
man,” he said. He hoped the piteous spec- 
tacle would soften the hearts of the popu- 
lace, but it only whetted their cruelty. 
“Crucify him,” they cried, “crucify him.” 

Pilate again sought to question Jesus, 
hut the prisoner would not reply—a silent 
judgment of the judge who was afraid to 
act according to his convictions. “You 
will not speak to me?” Pilate asked in 
amazement. ‘Do vou not know that I 
have power to release you and power to 
crucify vou?” Jesus replied, ““You would 
have no power over me unless it has been 
given you from above.” Here we find 
the secret of Jesus’ calm. He was con- 
fident that his death was the Father's 
will. He had prayed in the garden, “not 
my will but thine be done.” 

Pilate was more determined now to re- 
lease him, but the mob howled, “If you 
release this man, you are not Caesar’s 
friend; everyone who makes himself a 
king sets himself against Caesar.” Pilate 
knew that if he released Jesus he would 
be accused in Rome of disloyalty to the 
emperor, the most dangerous charge that 
could be made against a government of- 
ficial. His job would be jeopardized. It 
would be better, he concluded, to sacrifice 
Jesus, a harmless fanatic, repudiated by 
his own people. A man must live, and 
what difference did it make, the death of 
one Jew, he argued. So he delivered him 
unto them to be crucified. 


IV. The Crucifixion, 19:17-37 


Death by crucifixion is one of the 
cruelest deaths ever invented by man. 
The victim “‘was laid upon a cross, two 
beams of wood nailed together cross-wise, 
his arms stretched out upon the cross 
beam, and large iron spikes were ru- 
thlessly driven through hands and feet 
into the solid wood behind. ‘The cross 
bearing its victim was then raised up- 
right and dropped into the hole dug for 
it with a violent jolt. Hanging on four 
great gaping wounds, naked under a 
blazing sun, torn and bleeding, with 
wounds inflamed, everv nerve quivering 
and writhing with pain, the sufferer en- 
dured mortal agony for one, two or even 
three days, before death mercifully put 
an end to the scene. And through it all 
the soldiers and rabble mocked and jeered 
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and tormented the wretched creature, 
even spitting upon him and _ brutally 
striking him as they passed by.” 

As John tells the story, he adds a few 
details which the other evangelists had 
omitted and emphasizes with them a few 
salient features of the scene. He recalls 
that Jesus bore his own cross to the place 
of execution, an added torment to a man, 
whose back had been torn by the lash; 
that Pilate mocked the Jews by writing 
in three languages above his head, “Jesus 
of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” His 
refusal to amend the title illustrates the 
petulance of a feeble man. A coward in 
great matters he asserts himself in the 
small. John recalls further that the sol- 
ders, callous to the suffering of the man 
whom they nailed to the cross, divided his 
garments which were the only earthly 
possessions he had left; that, at last, a 
few of his friends ventured near the cross 
to comfort Jesus by their presence. There 
were only a few of them, mostly women, 
including his mother. 


And Mary stood beside the cross! Her 
soul 

Pierced with the selfsame wound that 
rent his side 

Who hung thereon. She watched him 
as he died— 

Her son! Saw him paying the cruel toll 

Exacted by the law, and unbelief, 

Since he their evil will had dared defy. 

There stood the mother helpless in her 
grief, 

Beside the cross, and saw her firstborn 
die! 

How many mothers in how many lands 

Have bowed with Mary in her agony, 

In silence borne the wrath of war’s com- 
mands, 

Whose every hill is made a Calvary! 

O pity, Lord, these mothers of the slain, 

And grant their dead shall not have died 
in vain. 

—CLYvDE McGrE 


John recalls some of the words that 
Jesus spoke as he hung there on the cross. 
He took thought for his mother. “Woman 
(the common expression of that day, 
used where we would say, ‘Mother.’) be- 
hold thy son, and to John, “Behold your 
mother.” And so he entrusted her to the 
care of his beloved disciple. Only when 
that was attended to was he free to attend 
to his own sensations—*‘I thirst.” Parch- 
ing thirst was one of the aggravations of 
crucifixion. Then with a note of triumph, 
of deep satisfaction for work completed, 
he cried, “It is finished.” 

One further fact John recalls. ‘The 
Jews were not willing for the bodies to 
remain on the crosses over the Passover. 
The feast would be defiled. The soldiers 
came therefore to dispatch their victims 
and to take them down. Jesus they found 
already dead, but one of them, te make 
sure, thrust his spear into his side. 


V. The Burial, 19:38-47 


If left alone the soldiers would have 
cast the three bodies together into some 
pit of refuse. Loving friends, however, 


removed the body of Jesus and put it into 
a new tomb in a garden. John is par- 
ticularly interested in the persons who 
rendered this last service to the Lord. 
One was Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple 
of Jesus, but heretofore a secret believer 
because of his fear of the rulers. The 
other was Nicodemus, who first came to 
Jesus timidly by night. These two aris- 
tocrats could no longer conceal their love. 
The death of Jesus was a magnet greater 
even than his life. 


For Further Consideration 

Why did not Jesus seek to save him- 
self? What made him willing to give 
his life? Why did Judas betray his 
Master? Are men similarly tempted to- 
day? Do Christians still make the mis- 
take of defending Christ by improper 
methods? Is it possible or wise for a 
Christian to meet imposition in the spirit 
of Jesus? Is our faith ever put to a 
sudden test like Peter’s? How may a 
Christian deny his Lord today ? 

Pilate was a government official con- 
cerned with saving his job. He sacri- 
ficed a Jewish peasant (as he thought) to 
satisfy his constituency and hold his po- 
sition. What ought he to have done? 
Do men face similar temptations today? 
What ought an office holder—or a news- 
paper editor, or a preacher—do today, if 
following his convictions means loss of 
popularity, the possible loss of his job? 
Should a legislator vote according to his 
own convictions or according to the desire 
of his constituents, or of his party? 

Why is so much made of the cross in 
our Christian theology? According to 
Dr. Snowden: 





“It is the fullest revelation and proof 
of the great truths of the Gospel. In the 
presence of this cross only can we know 
God: how absolute is his justice and how 
great is his mercy and love. In the pres- 
ence of the cross only can we know man 
—how deep is his sin and how high is his 
worth. Only in its light can we read the 
full meaning of sin and death and of 
obedience and holiness. Only at its foot 
can we see how deep is hell and how high 
is heaven. The justice of God, the love 
of Christ, the sinfulness of earth, the 
holiness of heaven, all these were glo- 
riously manifested when on that green hill 
far away the dear Lord was crucified.” 


The action of Joseph and Nicodemus, 
says Dr. Erdman, “may have been deeds 
of courage and love; but they came too 
late; not too late to be of possible service 
to the cause of Christ, but too late to give 
satisfaction to the men who remembered 
with poignant regret what they might 
have been and might have done.” Is this 
true? Certainly we will agree with the 
statement that follows: “Jesus does not 
call us to be secret disciples but openly 
to take up the cross and follow him.” In 
what ways are men tempted today to be 
secret followers of Jesus? Is it possible 
to make up for lost opportunities of serv- 
ice? 
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BOOK NOTES 


BUT WE WERE BORN FREE. By Elmer 
Davis. Bobbs-Merrill Co., Indianapolis, Ind. 
299 pp., $2.75. 





Since we are all entitled to our favorite 
newscasters and commentators, we'd like 
to talk a bit about our never-hidden en- 
thusiasm for Elmer Davis. 

His new book, But We Were Born 
Free,* is a signal contribution to sanity 
in davs when the passions or prejudices 
of too many men are undermining our 
national heritage. 

The six chapters in the book are some- 
times slightly revised lectures he has 
given or articles previously published. 
His first one, called “The Perilous 
Night,” sees that ‘local movements 
around the country add up into what 
seems to be a general attack not only on 
schools and colleges and libraries, on 
teachers and textbooks, but on all people 
who think and write (except reaction- 
aries), an attack on freedom of inquiry, 
freedom of teaching, freedom of dissent 
—in short, on the freedom of the mind, 
the basic freedom from which all other 
freedoms spring.” 

The detailed instances, like the Hou- 
ston couple that had to spend the night 
in jail—14 hours—hecause somebody be- 
came suspicious of their conversation, 
make you realize how perilous the present 
situation is. 

“The frightened men who are trying to 
frighten us, because they have no faith 
in their country, are wrong; and even 
wronger are the smart men who are trying 
to use the frightened men for their own 
ends. The United States has worked; the 
principles of freedom on which it was 
founded—free thought as well as political 
liberty—have worked. This is the faith 
once delivered to the fathers—the faith for 
which they were willing to fight and, if 
necessary, die, but for which they fought 
and won. Those men, whose heirs and 
beneficiaries we are, risked, and knew they 
were risking, their lives, their fortunes 
and their sacred honor. We shall have no 
heirs and beneficiaries, and shall deserve 
to have none, if we lack the courage to 
preserve the heritage they won for us. 
The national board of the Americans for 
Democratic Action reminds us that this 
will remain the land of the free only so 
long as it is the home of the brave.” 

We wish we had space to give a sampl 
of the rest, including “News and_ thi 
Whole Truth,” “History in Doublethink” 
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and the question to Arnold Toynbee, ‘‘Are 
We Worth Saving? If So, Why?” May- 
be you can lay hands on the book. It 
is a tonic for our times. 


COMMUNICATING THE GOSPEL. Hal- 
ford E. Luccock. Harper & Bros., New York. 
183 pp., $2.50. 

Anything by Luccock is lively. So are 
his Lyman Beecher lectures at Yale. After 
teaching in the Yale Divinity School 
1928-53 it was appropriate that he should 
join the notable series of those delivering 
the Beecher lectures just before his re- 
tirement. 

Preachers are not the only ones who 
would be interested in this volume. Look, 
for example, at his tinal chapter, ‘*Preach- 
ing During an Earthquake.” He de- 
scribes the First Church of Jerusalem as 
a church that ‘flickered out.” Although 
there were many complications, he de- 
seribes it this way: 

“Chiefly, it died of conservatism. It 
was attached to Jewish rites; it was con- 
tented to remain a Jewish sect; it lacked 
the daring to put new wine into new wine- 
skins. It had no longing to spread the 
gospel. It is clear from the record in the 
Book of Acts that that church did not want 
the Apostle Paul to come around. He was 
a troublemaker, a Christian who went to 
extremes, and brought disturbance to their 
serenity. ... 

“That church left Jerusalem in A.D. 66 
and disappeared. 

“The First Church of Jerusalem was the 
first demonstration of the inescapable 


LAYMEN WITNESS 


for Christ 


Bead their inspiring testimony 
in the May-June number of 
The Upper Room. Make the 
joy of their messages a part 
of your own devotions. 





This is The Upper 
Room’s annual “Lay 
Witness Number’’, 
with its daily 
devotions all 
contributed by consecrated 
Christian laymen, 
representing many 
denominations, many 
occupations and many lands. 


Send your order NOW for this 
May-June “Lay Witness Number”. 


In lots of 10 or 


truth, that when a church no longer 
reaches out, it passes out.... 

“As it was in the beginning, it ever has 
been. The church which lives is a church 
on a frontier, geographical, economic and 
social. .. . When a church is chiefly con- 
cerned with its own preservation and de- 
fense, it has ordered its tombstone. .. .It 
is when a church emerges from walls, and 
goes out to a world of need and of change, 
that it finds life.” 

Well, that shows vou something of the 
flavor. The earthquake, of course, is the 
one during which Paul preached what 
Luccock describes as a one-point sermon: 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved.” 

Then his parable about a lonesome 
drum major suggests a lesson. With the 
minister as the drum major, “if the 
church is to move in any way like a 
mighty army, the gap between the min- 
ister and the layman must be shortened.”’ 

So, it is to be hoped that this volume 
on “communication” will help. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

George W. Gunn, minister to students 
at the University of Georgia (Athens), 
will become pastor of the Arkadelphia, 
Ark., church April 1. 

Fred W. Walker, Belfast, Tenn., will 
be at Route 5, La Grange, Ga., after April 
1 as pastor of the South Highland church. 

A. D. Ellison, Jr., Prenter, W. Va., will 
become pastor of the Westminster 
church, 5210 Noyes Ave., S. E., Charles- 
ton 4, W. Va., May 1. 

George H. Bost, from Lewiston, N. Y., 
to Box 535, Stuart, Fla. 

Charles B. Brown, who has been pastor 
of the Leon Springs church, San An 
tonio, Texas, is now a lay reader in the 
Episcopal Church and is attending sem 
inary in Austin, Texas. 

Jack Harrison from Elgin, 
4608 Oakmont, Austin, Texas. 

Edgar T. Gharis from Mart, Texas, to 
409 Main St., Nocona, Texas. 
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John Douglas Clyde, formerly of West- 
minster church, Lincoln, Neb., has joined 
the Philadelphia staff of the Presby- 
terian, USA Board of Christian Educa- 
tion. He is associate secretary of the 
Central Department of Church Rela- 
tions. 

Charles E. Book, who is completing a 
graduate year at Columbia University 
and Union Seminary, New York, will be- 
come minister of education in Trinity 
church, Arlington, Va., June 15. 

The Keith R. Crims have moved from 
Tokyo, Japan, to Presbyterian Mission, 
Soonchun, Challa Namdo, Korea. 


DIRECTOR 

James A. Nisbet, Wallace, N. C., will 
become regional director of religious edu- 
cation for the Synod of Mississippi May 
1, with headquarters in Jackson. Mr. 
Nisbet succeeds R. L. Landis who has 
retired. 

George T. Faison, Monticello, Ark., pas- 
tor, will become regional director for 
Arkansas April 15, succeeding John 
Spragens, now Assembly’s director of 
youth work. 


R.E.W. SPEAKER 

M. C. MacQueen, Clinton, N. C., was 
the Religious Emphasis Week speaker 
at Mary Baldwin College this month. 


SMYTH LECTURES 

Columbia Seminary’s Smyth Lectures 
May 17-22 will be delivered by Claude 
Schaeffer on “Developments in the Field 
of Archaeology.” Dr. Schaeffer is pro- 
fessor at the College de France and the 


Ecole du Louvre and a member of the 
French Academy. Other lectures will be 
delivered by Dean James |. McCord of 
Austin Seminary. 


DEATHS 

James G. McMurtry, 84, died near Buf- 
falo, Texas, March 3. Dr. McMurtry’s 
long service included some years in the 
educational field in Colorado where he 
was a minister of the Presbyterian, USA, 
church. From 1938 to 1947 he served the 
Lufkin, Texas, (U.S.) church. Since his 
retirement in 1947 he had lived in Hous- 
ton. 


Horace N. Cunningham, 61, died in 
Houston, Texas, March 8. He had been 
pastor of Christ church (formerly North 
Side) since 1945. Earlier pastorates were 
in Navasota, Vernon, Beeville and Wes- 
laco—all in Texas. 
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